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Thi« liwlinij r.iE ulciicns wili; replace all prior versions, 
and listings, of claims In chlfli^ppllc^tidn: 

Claims 1 3 (previously caftcfeied) . 

4 (pieviuaaly preutfEilied) 1;*' fli "ronpl ing riRvi.nft hftr.v7ppn a 
howing vfihln^p and a trailer, wh'foh comprlfies a coupling ball 
arranged on a coupling carrier ^^loj-'ithe towing vehicle and a ball 
socket on the trailer cide encpinpasoing the ooupiinq bail from 
above, wherein the ball socket i'js 'comprised of a moulded 
erticle made of a ferrous material' and has a casting crcjHi. ^i. 
least on the interior of thft «cifijc;«t.. 

' • '»'. > 

5 (currently amended) . A ••cqui>ling device as claimed in 
Claim 4, wherein the ball coeket^.^hao a looser hardness by 
Rockwell hardness 5 to 12 , ■ p re£ g; i;ably Rockw e ll hardn ess 6, than 
the coupling ball made of hardehtfi steel. 

6 (liTP.vimisly prpsented) . '»^!. coup ling device as claimed in 
Claim 4, wherein the moulded aj:$>iple compriaeo the bail oookct 
and a connecting plate. 

, I" ■", 

7 (new) , A coupling devic^^^jis claimed in claim 4, wherein 
the ball socket haa a lesser hairljiiesa by Rockwell hardriHftH 
than the coupling ball made of 'h^>Ylftned wLeel. 
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